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 We owe a great deal of our Christmas musical heritage to the English carol, which originated in the 
Middle Ages and reached its peak of popularity in the fifteenth century. These early carols were not overtly 
about Christmas, but did celebrate the Virgin Mary and were appropriate for that particular season. The carol 
plays an important role in the development of music; it was one of the first musical genres to base its harmony 
on the interval of a third, rather than the medieval harmonies based on fourths and fifths. Consequently, musi-
cians in continental Europe praised the English carol for its “sweetness” of sound. Originally, carols were not 
sung in church but in social gatherings, and therefore, employed common vernacular phrases in English mixed 
with liturgical lines in Latin. How these songs were used in connection with Christmas worship services, if at 
all, is still unclear. What is known is that these pieces were tremendously popular and would frequently be per-
formed with instruments and dancing. 
 Masterworks Chorale’s Christmas concert this year features many of these carols recast by English 
composers such as Benjamin Britten, Ralph Vaughan Williams, and John Rutter. It is a celebration of both old 
and new as traditional texts and familiar tunes are met with modern ideas and settings. Of particular note is 
Vaughan Williams’ Fantasia on Christmas Carols, which will feature Masterworks baritone Bill Drake. The 
Chorale will also be performing some of its favorite songs of the season, both classical and contemporary. 
 Christmastime is a wonderful season for music. We hope you will come and enjoy the sights and 
sounds of the holidays with us! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Daniel C. Blosser 
Artistic Director 

Great music is that which penetrates the ear with facility and leaves the memory with  
difficulty. Magical music never leaves the memory.                   -- Thomas Beecham  

 
 
Christmas Concert:   
“Tidings of Comfort and Joy” 
 Concert: Saturday, December 18    7:30PM 
 First Presbyterian Church 
 
 
Valentines Concert: 
 “It Must Be Love” 
 Concert: Sunday, February 13 & Monday,  
 February 14                  7:30PM 

    Ball State Alumni Center 
 
 

Spring Concert 
: “Mozart’s Requiem”  
 Concert: Saturday, May 14 7:30 PM 
 Sursa Hall 

The following are children's 
interpretations of Christmas 
carol lyrics:  
 
- We three kings of porridge and tar. 
- On the first day of Christmas my            
   tulip gave to me. 
- Later on we'll perspire, as we dream  
   by the fire. 
- He's makin' a list, chicken and rice. 
- Noel. Noel, Barney's the king of   
   Isreal. 
- With the jelly toast proclaim. 
-Olive, the other reindeer. 
- Sleep in heavenly peas. 
-Oh, what fun it is to ride with one  
  horse, soap and hay. 
-Good tidings we bring to you and  
  your kids. 
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Charitable Contributions  
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City__________________ State ________ Zip__________ 

Phone_________________________ 
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 ◊  Foundation ($2500+)  

 ◊  Underwriter ($1500-$2499) 

 ◊  Angels ($1000 -$1499)  

 ◊  Benefactors ($500-$999) 

 ◊  Sustainers ($250-$499) 

 ◊  Sponsors ($150-$249) 

 ◊  Members ($75-$149) 

 ◊  Supporters ($10-$74) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

November 
 
Sarah Townsend 11/2 
Martin Dunham 11/2 
Susan Atherton 11/5 
Becky Burkart 11/11 
Ann Wolfe 11/13 
Judy Gillum 11/23 
Pat Kleeberg 11/27 
 

December 
 
Mary Mordue 12/4 
Nadia Kousari 12/4 
Sarah Mahboubi 12/10 
Michael Kleeburg 12/15 
Karen Bartling 12/18 
Martha Addington 12/23 
Rachel Eldridge 12/28 

January 
 
Clairese Whisler 1/25 
Kimberly Cuthbertson 1/25 
Ann Siverly 1/26 
Cindy Strietelmeire 1/29 

Q1:  What is the difference between the Christmas alphabet and the regular alphabet?  
 
Q:2  What is a parent's favorite Christmas carol? 
 
Q3:  Who makes toy guitars and sings, "Blue Christmas?" 
 
Q4:  What Christmas message is conveyed by ABCDEFGHIJKMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ? 

Some Musical Christmas Advice: 
Make out your Chopin Liszt early before Debussy season, when you have time to check out Verdi 
good bargains are, can still get gifts Faure good price, not have to Handel large crowds and have time 
to give Bach things you decide you don't want. 

A1:  The Christmas alphabet has no “L”. 
A2:  Silent Night. 
A3:  Elfis. 
A4:  Noel (no “L”)  


